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1
FLAME ARRESTER WITH FLEXIBLE
POROUS COVER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/875,682, filed Sep. 9, 2013.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to safety devices for
flammable fuels, and particularly to a flame arrester for per-
manent installation within a liquid fuel container, tank, or the
like, or in the neck or spout thereof.

2. Description of the Related Art

Flame arresters are well known for installation in elongate
pipes that carry various flammable gases that may be subject
to mixing with atmospheric oxygen and a possible ignition
source. In many instances, flame arresters are required in such
conditions. Generally, the ignition of the flammable sub-
stance within such a pipe results in a relatively high-pressure
wave due to its confinement within the pipe. As a result, flame
arresters configured for such installations generally comprise
a diametric disk of porous material that is disposed com-
pletely across the interior of the pipe. The flame arrester
material generally comprises a fine mesh or other porous
configuration of thermally conductive material, usually
metal, to quench the flame, and the fine porous passages
therethrough serve to reduce the velocity of flame travel
through the mesh disk. The metal structure also provides the
structural strength required to withstand the relatively high-
pressure front that occurs in the event of ignition within such
a confined space.

However, there are many other environments in which
ignition of a flammable vapor is possible, where the vapor is
not confined to such relatively long pipes, tubes, and the like.
Examples include, but are not limited to, portable fuel con-
tainers (e.g., gas cans) having relatively short dispensing
spouts, and automotive fuel tanks having relatively short filler
necks. The installation of conventional diametric metal flame
arrester discs within such spouts and necks is generally incon-
venient, as such devices (in a fuel tank filler neck) tend to
prevent the insertion of a fuel nozzle therein, and in any case,
the relatively fine porosity greatly restricts the flow of fuel
therethrough. As a result, the users of such devices often
remove the flame arrester from the spout or neck, thereby
negating any potential safety that would otherwise be pro-
vided by such a device,

Thus a flame arrester solving the aforementioned problems
is desired.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The flame arrester generally comprises an elongate open
frame of fuel-resistant flexible plastic material, the frame
having a generally skeletal cylindrical configuration and
opposing first and second ends. The first end comprises a
mounting flange adapted to install permanently and immov-
ably within a portable fuel container or a fuel tank. The flame
arrester may be installed at the juncture ofthe spout or neck of
such a container or tank, or may be installed within the spout
or neck due to its relatively small diameter.

The frame is covered by a synthetic woven or nonwoven
textile material, or other foraminous or perforated nonmetal-
lic material, that is heat-resistant and also chemically resistant
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to fuel. The textile or other perforated material may be
stretched tautly or loosely over the frame or otherwise
secured in place over the frame, the amount or degree of
tension serving to regulate the porosity of the material in
accordance with maximum experimental safe gap (MESG)
standards. The relatively long cylindrical configuration pro-
vides significant surface area for the foraminous or perforated
material to allow reasonably free flow of fuel through the
cylindrical wall of the material, while simultaneously allow-
ing fuel vapors and/or other gases to pass through the mate-
rial.

In one embodiment, the second end of the flame arrester
(i.e., the end opposite the mounting flange) comprises an
impervious disk, and the textile material comprises a sleeve
disposed about the frame between the two ends thereof. In
another embodiment, at the second end of the frame, the flame
arrester is open, and the textile cover comprises a sock with a
closed but porous end that fits snugly over the open structure
of the frame’s second end. In still another embodiment, a
plurality of retaining rings is disposed about the frame and its
textile cover, each of the rings having a plurality of inwardly
extending fingers. The fingers serve as retainers to secure
axially disposed wires between axial ribs of the frame, and the
textile cover is forced down between the ribs by the overlying
wires. This configuration provides greater surface area for the
textile cover without requiring an increase in diameter for the
frame.

These and other features of the present invention will
become readily apparent upon further review of the following
specification and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment of a
flame arrester according to the present invention, illustrating
its structure and configuration.

FIG. 2 is aside view in section of the flame arrester of FIG.
1, illustrating further details thereof.

FIG. 3 is an environmental side view in section showing the
flame arrester of FIG. 1 installed within the curved filler neck
of a fuel tank.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment
of a flame arrester according to the present invention, illus-
trating various features thereof.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another alternative embodi-
ment of a flame arrester according to the present invention,
illustrating various details thereof.

FIG. 6 is an end elevation view in section of the flame
arrester of FIG. 5, illustrating further details thereof.

Similar reference characters denote corresponding fea-
tures consistently throughout the attached drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The flame arrester comprises various embodiments of a
relatively small, elongate cylindrical device particularly
adapted for permanent and immovable installation within a
fuel container, such as a portable fuel can or a vehicle fuel
tank. The flame arrester may be installed within the body of
the can or tank, or within the dispensing spout of the can or
filler neck of the tank. Since any flame front that might
develop in such relatively small containers and their short
spouts or necks would be relatively weak and low pressure,
the flame arrester may be constructed of lighter, non-metallic
materials, as opposed to flame arresters generally required for
installation in gas pipelines and the like.
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FIGS. 1 through 3 illustrate a first embodiment of the flame
arrester, designated as flame arrester 10. The flame arrester 10
includes a skeletal frame 12 (more clearly shown in the side
elevation view in section of FIG. 2) formed of a flexible, heat-
and flame-resistant plastic material. Any of a number of dif-
ferent plastics may be used, e.g., nylon, high-density poly-
ethylene (HDPE), or other heat- and fuel-resistant plastics.
While such materials will melt and burn when heated suffi-
ciently, they provide sufficient durability for relatively short
duration flare-ups that might occur from a relatively small
quantity of fuel in a relatively small container.

The frame 12 is an elongate, generally cylindrical struc-
ture, preferably formed of a number of axially parallel elon-
gate and flexible ribs 14, which define a corresponding num-
ber of elongate slots or passages 16 therebetween.
Alternatively, the ribs 14 may have a diagonal or spiral con-
figuration to comprise a geodetic structure for the frame 12.

The cylindrical configuration of the frame 12 defines an
open core 18 therein. The frame 12 has a first end 20 and
second end 22. The first end 20 has a toroidal configuration
and serves as a mounting flange for installing the flame
arrester 10 within a fuel container or its spout or neck. The
second end 22 is a closed, impervious disk or plug in the case
of the flame arrester 10 of FIGS. 1 through 3.

The flame arrester frame 12 is covered with a tubular sleeve
or cover 24 of flexible woven or non-woven textile material
that may be applied in tension, i.e., stretched, over the ribs 14
of'the frame 12 of'the device. Alternatively, the sleeve or cover
24 may be formed of any suitable foraminous or perforated
non-textile, nonmetallic sheet material. The textile material
of'which the cover 24 is formed is pre-selected to have poros-
ity appropriate to the requirements of the operating environ-
ment for the flame arrester, including the composition and
viscosity of the fuel (gasoline, alcohol, diesel fuel, etc.).
Porosity, i.e., the spacing between adjacent fibers or pores of
the cover material, is adjusted by proper selection of material
and the tensile stretch (if any) of the material over the frame
or ribs of the frame. The porosity is adjusted in accordance
with the maximum experimental safety gap (MESG) that has
been determined for the particular flammable substance with
which the flame arrester 10 is being used. For example, the
National Fire Protection Association standard 321 has deter-
mined gasoline to be a member of group D flammable fluids,
having an MESG greater than 0.75 millimeters (mm). Most
preferably, the textile or non-textile material used to form the
cover of the present flame arrester 10 is applied over the frame
12 to provide porosity on the order of 0.4 mm up to about 0.9
mm, the pore size being selected according to the specifica-
tions of the particular flammable fluid with which the flame
arrester 10 is used, i.e., a flame arrester intended for use with
gasoline may have a textile material with a first pore size, a
flame arrester intended for use with alcohol may have a textile
material with a second pore size, etc.

Accordingly, a wide variety of woven and non-woven tex-
tile or non-textile materials may be used to form the cover 24
of the flame arrester 10. A universal requirement is that the
material be chemically resistant to the flammable fluid with
which the flame arrester 10 is used, and that it provides some
resistance to heat and flame. The cover 24 may be formed of
such materials as woven or nonwoven glass fiber, woven or
nonwoven aramid fiber (e.g., Kevlar®), woven or nonwoven
carbon fiber, other heat-resistant and fuel resistant synthetic
fibers, or non-woven, non-textile, nonmetallic foraminous or
porous sheet material.

FIG. 3 of the drawings provides an illustration of an exem-
plary installation of the flame arrester 10 within the curved
filler neck N of a fuel container or tank T that forms a fuel
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container assembly. Such substantially closed fuel tanks T
and their curved tubular filler necks N are nearly universally
installed in motor vehicles. The flexible nature of the frame 12
and the textile cover 24 of the flame arrester 10 allows the
flame arrester 10 to be flexed or bent for installation within the
curved neck N of such a tank T. The second end 22 of the
flame arrester 10 serves as a spacer to prevent the textile cover
sleeve 24 from bearing against the inner surface of the filler
neck N. In this manner, fuel is free to flow through the entire
surface of the elongate cover 24 without impedance from the
inner surface of the filler neck N, and there is still sufficient
space between the smaller diameter second end 22 of the
flame arrester 10 and the inner diameter of the tank neck N to
allow fuel to flow and vapors to vent readily past the second
end 22. Even though the diameter of the flame arrester 10 does
not extend completely across the inner diameter of the filler
neck N, the length of the flame arrester provides sufficient
surface area for the textile cover sleeve 24 to provide adequate
fuel and vapor flow therethrough with minimal impedance.
Also, the inner diameter of the frame 12 is sufficiently wide to
permit insertion of the spout of a fuel pump into the neck N to
refill the tank T. While the second end 22 of the flame arrester
10 is shown positioned somewhat above the lower end of the
filler neck N of the tank in FIG. 3, that need not be the case,
and it may extend farther down the filler neck N and into the
upper portion of the tank T, if desired. Such a longer flame
arrester 10 provides a greater surface area for the textile or
non-textile material through which the flammable liquid may
flow, thus reducing resistance to reduce the time required for
a given amount of liquid to flow through the flame arrester 10
and into the tank T or other container.

The mounting flange of the first end 20 may be seated
within the conventional inwardly formed lip of the upper end
of the filler neck N as shown, and/or may be secured using
conventional mechanical fasteners (e.g., bolts, rivets, etc.). In
such an installation, the flame arrester 10 is substantially
captured within the filler neck N and cannot be removed
without damage to either the flame arrester 10 or the filler
neck N. The difficulty of removing the flame arrester 10,
along with its minimal impedance to fuel and vapor flow and
allowance for the insertion of a fuel nozzle therein, serve to
greatly reduce the desire or need to remove the flame arrester
10, which would negate the safety provided by the flame
arrester installation. Alternatively, the flame arrester 10 may
be installed farther down within the tank T, if desired, to make
removal of the flame arrester 10 even more difficult.

FIG. 4 of the drawings provides a perspective view of an
alternative embodiment of the flame arrester, designated as
flame arrester 110. The majority of the components of the
flame arrester 110 are identical to those of the flame arrester
10 of FIGS. 1 through 3, i.e., a skeletal frame 12 comprising
a plurality of spaced apart, elongate parallel ribs 14 defining
elongate passages 16 therebetween and an open core 18
therein, and opposed first and second ends 20 and 22. The
frame 12 is covered by a flexible and porous textile or non-
textile material 124 that is stretched tautly or loosely over the
frame to provide the desired porosity of the material. How-
ever, rather than forming the second end 22 as a solid disk of
material, the second end 22 of the flame arrester 110 is formed
by curving and connecting the distal ends 26 of the ribs 14 to
one another, generally at the axial center of the frame 12. The
textile or non-textile cover 124 of the embodiment 110 of
FIG. 3 is also somewhat different than the cover 24 of the
embodiment 10 of FIGS. 1 through 3, Rather than comprising
a sleeve with opposite open ends constrained by the two ends
20 and 22 of the frame 12, the cover 124 is configured similar
to a sock, having a closed second end 30 that may fit tautly or
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loosely over the curved ends 26 of the ribs 14. This configu-
ration provides some additional surface area for a cover 124
of'a given length and diameter, and does not limit flow due to
the imperforate second end disk 22 of the flame arrester 10 of
FIGS. 1 through 3.

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate another embodiment of the flame
arrester, designated as flame arrester 210. The flame arrester
210 is configured similar to the flame arrester 10 of FIGS. 1
through 3, i.e., having a skeletal frame 12 comprising a plu-
rality of spaced apart, elongate parallel ribs 14 defining elon-
gate passages 16 therebetween and an open core 18 therein
(shown in FIG. 6), and opposed first and second ends 20 and
22. The frame 12 is covered by a flexible and porous textile or
non-textile material 24 that may be stretched tautly or loosely
over the ribs 14, as in the other embodiments. However, the
cover 24 is pushed downward into the spaces or passages 16
between the ribs 14 by an external structure around the out-
side of the frame 12. A plurality of rings 32 (which may be
snap rings, circlips, or C-shaped clips) is disposed about the
generally cylindrical structure of the frame 12 at spaced inter-
vals. Each of the rings 32 has a number of fingers 34 extending
inwardly therefrom. In the embodiment shown, the number of
fingers 34 of each ring 32 corresponds to the number of ribs
14 of the frame 12, so that one finger 34 of each ring 32
extends between adjacent ribs 14. The inward end of each of
the fingers 34 has a flexible wire or rod 36 secured thereto.
The wires 36 extend axially and parallel to the ribs 14 and
passages 16 of the frame 12. As the wires 36 are held down
within the passages 16 of the frame 12 between the ribs 14, the
cover 24 is alternately stretched over each rib 14 of the frame
12, and then extends inward to wrap beneath each adjacent
wire 36. FIG. 6 shows this arrangement in an end view in
section. The cover 24 is clearly shown wrapping over a rib 14
of the frame 12, then inward to pass beneath a wire 36, back
up to pass over an adjacent rib 14, and then back down to pass
beneath an adjacent wire 36, etc. This arrangement greatly
increases the surface area of the cover 24, thereby providing
a larger porous surface for the fuel and/or vapor to pass
through and reducing impedance of such flow accordingly. It
will be seen that such an arrangement is also possible when
the ribs 14 of the frame 12 have a diagonal or spiral configu-
ration to provide a geodetic configuration for the frame 12.

Accordingly, the flame arrester in its various embodiments
provides a much needed advance in safety for relatively small
containers of gasoline or other volatile liquid fuels. The
economy of materials, permanent installation in fuel tanks or
containers, and lack of impedance to flow all serve to reduce
or eliminate any motivation to tamper with or remove the
flame arrester from the container. The increase in safety pro-
vided by such flame arresters will be greatly appreciated by
persons handling portable gas cans, refueling motor vehicles,
and otherwise working with various fuel containers so
equipped.

It is to be understood that the present invention is not
limited to the embodiments described above, but encom-
passes any and all embodiments within the scope of the fol-
lowing claims.

I claim:

1. A flame arrester, comprising:

an elongate, flexible, skeletal frame having a plurality of
passages therein, the frame defining an open core, the
frame having a first end and a second end opposite the
first end;
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a flexible, porous cover disposed over the frame, wherein
the cover comprises a textile material;

a plurality of rings disposed circumferentially about the
frame, each of the rings having a plurality of inwardly
extending fingers; and

a plurality of axially disposed wires, each of the wires
being positioned within one of the plurality of passages
of the frame and secured therein by corresponding fin-
gers of the rings, the textile cover being disposed alter-
nately over the frame and beneath each of the wires.

2. The flame arrester according to claim 1, wherein the
frame has a substantially cylindrical configuration, the frame
having a plurality of axial, parallel, elongate flexible ribs, the
ribs defining a corresponding plurality of elongate passages
therebetween, the first end of the frame defining a mounting
flange.

3. The flame arrester according to claim 2 in combination
with a container, the container being a substantially closed
container having a substantially tubular neck extending there-
from, the container and neck defines a container assembly, the
mounting flange of the frame being permanently attached to
the container so that the frame and cover are immovably
disposed within the container assembly.

4. The flame arrester according to claim 1, wherein the
second end of said frame comprises an impervious plug.

5. The flame arrester according to claim 1, wherein:

the frame is formed of a heat-resistant and fuel-resistant
plastic material selected from the group consisting of
nylon and high-density polyethylene; and

the cover is formed of a textile material selected from the
group consisting of woven glass fiber, nonwoven glass
fiber, woven aramid fiber, nonwoven aramid fiber,
woven carbon fiber, and nonwoven carbon fiber.

6. A flame arrester, comprising:

the flame arrester including a substantially cylindrical,
skeletal frame having a plurality of parallel, elongate,
flexible ribs defining an open core, the frame being
formed of a heat-resistant and fuel-resistant plastic
material, the plurality of ribs defining a corresponding
plurality of elongate passages therebetween, the frame
having a first end and a second end opposite the first end,
the frame having a mounting flange at the first end; and

a flexible, porous cover disposed over the ribs, the cover
being formed of a stretchable, woven textile material,
wherein the pore size is between 0.4 mm and 0.9 mm.

7. The flame arrester according to claim 6, wherein the
second end of said frame comprises an impervious plug.

8. The flame arrester according to claim 6, wherein:

the second end of the frame comprises a plurality of
inwardly curved ribs; and

the cover comprises a sock having a closed, porous end
disposed over the second end of the frame.

9. The flame arrester according to claim 6, further compris-

ing:

a plurality of rings disposed circumferentially about the
frame, each of the rings having a plurality of inwardly
extending fingers disposed between the ribs; and

a plurality of axially disposed wires, each of the wires
being positioned within one of the plurality of passages
of the frame between two corresponding ribs and
secured therein by corresponding fingers of the rings, the
textile cover being disposed alternately over the ribs and
beneath each of the wires.

10. A fuel storage unit and a flame arrester, comprising in

combination:

the fuel storage unit being a substantially closed container
having a substantially tubular neck extending therefrom;
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the flame arrester including an elongate, flexible, skeletal
frame having a plurality of passages defined therein, the
frame being formed of a heat-resistant and fuel-resistant
plastic material, the frame forming an open core therein,
the frame having a first end and a second end opposite
the first end, the frame having a mounting flange at the
first end; and

a flexible, porous cover disposed over the frame, the

mounting flange being attached to the container so that
the frame and cover are retained within the fuel storage
unit, the cover being formed of a stretchable, textile
material, wherein the pore size is between 0.4 mm and
0.9 mm.

11. The flame arrester according to claim 10, wherein the
frame has a generally cylindrical configuration, the frame
having a plurality of axial, parallel, elongate, flexible ribs, the
ribs defining a corresponding plurality of elongate passages
therebetween, the first end of the frame defining the mounting
flange.

12. The flame arrester according to claim 10, wherein the
second end of said frame comprises an impervious plug.
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13. The flame arrester according to claim 10, wherein:

the second end of the frame comprises a plurality of
inwardly curved ribs; and

the cover comprises a sock having a closed, porous end
disposed over the second end of the frame.

14. The flame arrester according to claim 10, further com-

prising:

a plurality of rings disposed circumferentially about the
frame, each of the rings having a plurality of inwardly
extending fingers; and

a plurality of axially disposed wires, each of the wires
being positioned within one of the plurality of passages
of the frame and secured therein by corresponding fin-
gers of the rings, the textile cover being disposed alter-
nately over the frame and beneath each of the wires.

15. The flame arrester according to claim 10, wherein:

the cover is formed of a textile material selected from the
group consisting of woven glass fiber, nonwoven glass
fiber, woven aramid fiber, nonwoven aramid fiber,
woven carbon fiber, and nonwoven carbon fiber.

#* #* #* #* #*



